
Portland Harbor Community Advisory Group 
FINAL:  May Meeting 

5/10/06
 
Minutes by Dorothy Shoemaker 
 
Present at meeting: 
Neighborhood Associations: 
Robin Plance   St. Johns Neighborhood, CAG Chair  

Administrative committee coordinator 
Peter Laughingwolf  Cathedral Park Neighborhood, 
      CAG Treasurer 
Environment: 
Dorothy Shoemaker dorothy.shoemaker@oregon.sierraclub.org Sierra Club,  

CAG Board Secretary 
Health: 
Jane Harris  jane@oregon-health.org Oregon Center for Environmental  
     Health (OCEH), Evaluation committee coordinator 
At-Large: 
Jim Robison    Citizen 
Jackie Calder    Citizen 
Bill McCauley  no email,  Citizen 
Recreation: 
Bill Egan  no email,  Oregon Bass and Panfish Club 
    
Absent: 
Neighborhood Associations: 
Jeanne Longley   Linnton Neighborhood 
Environment: 
Rhett Lawrence rhett@ospirg.org  OSPIRG 
Joe Keating    Oregon Wildlife Federation  
   Education and Outreach coordinator  
Travis Williams travis@willamette-riverkeeper.org Willamette Riverkeeper  
Business: 
Steve Gunther    Progressive Products and Services 
Bill Barrett   Waterfront Org. of Oregon (WOO) 
At Large: 
Tom Chisolm   Citizen 
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Others present:
Barbara Smith  Barbara@harrisandsmith.com   Lower Willamette Group  
Ellen Klaastad       Manager, Robison campaign 
Kim Cox  kimc@bes.clopdx.or.us  City of Portland 
Mikell O’Mealy omealy.mikell@deq.state.or.us DEQ 
Judy Smith  smith.judy@epa.gov   EPA 
Debbie Silva       Oregon Steel 
 
Closed Session 
Robin Plance brought the meeting to order when a quorum was achieved, at 6:20 PM.   
 
We discussed the EPA and DEQ’s letters to both new and old Potentially Responsible 
Parties (PRPs).  Copies of these letters were sent out by email, and some copies were 
distributed at the meeting. 
 
Dorothy Shoemaker was at her first CAG meeting in a few months, so Robin will send 
her the papers that were mailed to him. 
 
Regina Skarzinskas, our TAG expert overseen by Willamette Riverkeeper, was expected 
to speak at the meeting, but . 
 
Rhett Lawrence announced that he is leaving OSPIRG.  He’ll be working for Save Our 
Wild Salmon.  OSPIRG expects to hire someone to replace Rhett as an advocate for the 
Willamette River and to be a member of the Portland Harbor CAG. 
 
Robin was contacted by ANYA – American Native Youth Assoc. – about placing 
someone on the CAG. 
 
Dorothy will update the CAG website to say that the ROD will be in 2008 or 2009.   
 
Jim Robison arrived late, with Ellen Klaastad.  Jim is a candidate for office, and Ellen is 
his campaign manager. 
 
Dorothy is to update the CAG flyer with Joe’s current email address and other changes.  
She will send the flyer to Robin. 
 
We discussed the CAG’s membership and recruiting.  We considered a student, a native 
American youth, someone from Sauvie Island, or someone from the Portland Business 
Association.  Also someone from the downtown Portland or North Portland 
neighborhoods. 
 
Dorothy had already updated the CAG website with the new PRP information.  She is to 
contact Judy Smith for the new members of the Lower Willamette Group (LWG).  These 
new members are not paying for the cleanup study, so they are in a different category 
than the original 10 members. 
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Dorothy was also instructed to take out reference to the Dumb, Ugly, and Dangerous 
Award that  gave to the Port of Portland for the CDF idea.   is a member 
of the CAG, but this wasn’t a CAG action.  Dorothy was also told to have changes to the 
website approved by Robin Plance. 
 
Treasury Report: 
Peter Laughingwolf, CAG treasurer, said he will email a report.  Our account’s balance is  
$214.16. 
 
Evaluation Committee Report: 
Jane Harris, evaluation committee chair, reported on the Alternative Treatments program 
planned for June 3rd, 2006.  Jane will buy snacks.  She expects the Mayor’s office and the 
Governor’s office to send representatives.  Julie Sullivan from the Oregonian is expected.  
Jane will moderate.  BJ Cummings from the Duwamish Cleanup Coalition will speak.  
EPA speakers include Chip Humphrey and Eric Stern.  The program is planned for 1:30 
to 4:00 on Saturday, June 3, 2006. 
 
Open Session: 
The non-CAG members were admitted to the meeting at 7:00 PM. 
 
Dorothy explained that all email to the CAG listserv must now be sent to a new address: 
pdxharborcag@lists.onenw.org.  She also sent email making this announcement. 
 
Judy Smith and Barbara Smith explained that the LWG now has 14 members, as we’d 
discussed earlier, but that the 4 new members have not signed an Agreement on Consent 
(AOC) with the EPA.  They are, however, providing funds to the LWG.   
 
Judy Smith explained more about the new PRP letters.  Judy says that the EPA has 
stronger enforcement possibilities than just asking companies to sign an AOC.  The EPA 
can make a unilateral order.  Also, the current AOC’s are only binding until the Record of 
Decision (ROD). 
 
The Lower Willamette Group hired a consultant named Bill Hengemihle to do a PRP 
search. 
 
Jane Harris left the meeting. 
 
The DEQ sent letters to the same list as the EPA sent letters to, plus the DEQ mailed 
letters to the Lower Willamette Group and other PRPs.  The letter was a notice that they 
might be liable for DEQ’s investigative costs and they should pay the DEQ 
 
Judy Smith discussed the McCormick & Baxter site.  When the McCormick & Baxter 
site was in its second stage, there were no funds left in the Superfund.  Governor 
Kulongoski asked the President to find the money, and President George W. Bush sent 
money.  Congress will need to fund the Portland Harbor cleanup beyond what the PRPs 
pay. 
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Judy explained that the PRPs that are liable will usually pay when threatened.  A judge 
can ask for triple damages.  This would be three times (3 x) the EPA’s cost for the 
cleanup. 
 
Robin Plance adjourned the meeting at 7:45 PM. 
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